Awake
By

Jonat han De Leon (Story)
Davi d De Leon (Screenpl ay)

Si ngl e Canera Productions

612-578-8047
j edel eon2@nmai | . com



BLACK

RAY (V.Q.)
Statistically every human spends
one third of their Iife sleeping.
For every three hours you live, you
gi ve one back to live it. As the
human race, we aspired to inprove
upon that concept. Take back the
time we waste dream ng when we
could be building. The first REM
Sl eep Machine was created by a
Eur opean Conpany call ed SERN. SERN
drastically reduced the anount of
sl eep we needed. But as an ironic
twi st, we soon discovered we coul d
no | onger sleep wthout these
machi nes. Wthout the natural
ability to sleep, SERN toppled
wor |l d governnments within a matter
of days. Those who can afford sleep
do so peacefully. The rest of us
scrape by desperately.

EXT. BUS STOP - DAY

Brad is sitting on the bench. He has dark bags underneath
his eyes. He is holding a bank | oan application. On the
bottom of the application, it says "declined."

Ray enters eating a bag of popcorn and sits next to Brad.
Beat

RAY
What’' s ya got there buddy?

BRAD
Not hi ng i nport ant.

Brad puts the letter in his pocket. Ray acts |i ke he doesn’t
care then quickly steals it from Brad.

BRAD
Hey! give that back.

Brad reaches for the letter but Ray pushes hi m back. Ray
reads the letter.

RAY
A bank | oan! What do you need a
bank | oan for? | thought you were
selling those fancy vehicles.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

Ray hol ds

2.
BRAD
Actually | haven't sold any in a
nont h.
RAY

So how are you nmanagi ng to pay for
your sl eep?

BRAD
l"mnot. I"mdown to ny last three
poi nts which | eaves just enough for
my famly tonight.

RAY
So that explains the bank | oan.

BRAD
Yeah.

up the letter.

RAY
Way did they decline it then?

Brad takes the latter back and stuffs it in his pocket.

BRAD

The bank won’t let you take one if
you’' re ski ppi ng sl eep.

(1 ooks at Ray, desperate)
Ray, | haven't slept in weeks. [|’ve
been saving ny points for ny
famly. If | can get this | oan,
it’ll buy me nore tinme to make this
deal with this potential client
whi ch should last nme at |east a
nont h.

RAY
| think I can help you out. | know
this place just wthin wal king
di stance where you can sleep for

t he ni ght.
BRAD
Ray, I will not sleep outside a
SERN r egi st ered nmachi ne.
RAY
But it’ll still get you rested

enough to take out that bank | oan--

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 3.

BRAD
lt’s illegal. I"mnot doing it.

RAY
Thi nk about your famly. This wll
be their last time to sl eep.

Ray gets up fromhis seat.

RAY
Your | oss

Ray wal ks away.
Brad sits and thinks.

BRAD
Ray!

Ray stops and turns around to | ook at Brad.

BRAD
Wthin wal king di stance?

RAY
Ri ght around the corner.

Bot h get up and wal k down the sidewal k with Ray.
EXT. SI DEWALK. DAY
Brad and Ray wal k down si dewal k.

BRAD
It’s a shane SERN has to charge so
much to use those machi nes.

RAY
Yeah?

BRAD
The tinme we gain, people used to
spend those hours unconsci ous.

wasted. | can’t imagine having to
waste so nmuch tine. That’s no way
to live.
RAY
You call this living?
BRAD
| nmust confess, | would be better
if everyone could afford sl eep, but
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

BRAD (cont’ d)
SERN. . . SERN has inproved the |ives
of so many peopl e including ny
famly.

Ray observes Brad playing with his ring on his finger.

RAY
Those Sl eep Machines SERN built to
i mprove our |ives shattered the
lives of mllions.

BRAD
Sl eep enhancenent technol ogy offers
us nore strength
as hono-sapi ens than we’ ve ever had
in history. W can go for days with
as little as 30mns of sleep in
t hose nmachi nes.

RAY:
Those 30m ns gives SERN the ability
to make us what they choose.
They’ ve taken away our natural
ability to sleep, to recover on our
own. Wthout sleep, we |ose every
cognitive function that nakes us
human. W can’t nake aspire, |ove,
or make noral choices. Wthout
sl eep, we are not human, and
wi t hout SERN, we don’t sl eep.

EXT. FONTAI NE' S LAB- DAY
Ray and Brad stop at the front door.

BRAD
Wait, | think I should call Sally.

RAY
Make it qui ck.

Ray goes i nsi de.
Brad takes out his cell phone and di al s.
BRAD

Hey Sally. I'mcalling to let you
know |’ m not going to be hone

tonight. 1’1l be spending the night
wth Ray....to work out sone of our
plans. 'l be back tonorrow

norning in time to take Jake to his
basebal | gane. Love you



Brad hangs up phone and enters.

| NT. FONTAINE'S LAB - HALLWAY - NI GHT

Ray is watching a propaganda adverti senent for SERN
Brad wal ks inside and watch ad with Ray.

RAY
Fontaine's office is right down
her e.

Brad follows Ray up to the door. A Security Guard stands by
t he door.

GUARD
Anything you' d like to declare?

Brad and Ray shake their heads. The security Guard pats them
down. Guard lets themthrough

I NT. FONTAINE' S LAB - OFFICE - N GHT

FONTAI NE, a m d-aged woman, sits behind his desk drinking a
gl ass of scotch. He sets it aside and stands up.

RAY
| brought you another custoner.

FONTAI NE
Ah | see. Take a seat.

They all sit down.

FONTAI NE
Good. You have the cash deposit
too?

BRAD AND RAY
Deposi t?

FONTAI NE
O course. Do you see bright
col ored bal | oons anywhere? Did you
see a giant "free sleep here" sign
when you wal ked in? |’ m charging
ahead of tine now, this is not a
charity!

BRAD

If it’s a matter of paynment, | wll
pay you back in just a few days---
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CONTI NUED: 6.

FONTAI NE
Get out!

Ray |l ooks a little confused, but he stops Brad.

RAY
How nuch do you want ?

Ray sees Brad nervously playing with his ring.

RAY
How about that ring?

FONTAI NE
Looks to ne like its worth
sonet hi ng.

BRAD
| wll not give up ny wedding ring!
This is ridiculous. Thank you for
this conplete and utter waste of
time.

Brad starts to | eave again.

RAY
Thi nk about your kids! How will you
get sleep for themif you can't get
any yoursel f?

Brad hesitates at the nention of his kids.

FONTAI NE
If it’s your kids that you're
worried about, take ny advice and
keep the ring. Leave. Let them
becone a nunber on the daily death
count. It’s a newworld we live in,
and there is no place for famly.

Brad is hesitant but gives the ring to Fontaine.

BRAD
It’s yours.

| NT. FONTAINE' S LAB - SLEEP ROOM - DAY
Brad Iies on the bed. Ray hooks the machine up to Brad.

BRAD
Ray, | owe you big tine.

Ray | ooks away.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 7.

Brad grabs Ray’s hands. Ray | ooks at Brad agai n.

BRAD
Because of you, ny famly has a
chance now. Thank you.

Ray pl aces an oxygen mask on Brad. Brad falls asleep.
| NT. FONTAINE'S LAB - OFFICE - N GHT

RAY
You took quite the risk asking for
paynment |ike that.

FONTAI NE
It gets boring to have everything
you want. \When SERN nmade the sl eep
machi nes they realized the power it
gave them over people. They
realized that if you control when a
person sl eeps, you control their
soul . We nmke carel ess, thoughtless
deci si ons when we’re nost tired.
Sonetimes having that power isn't
enough t hough.

Ray fiddles with his watch.

RAY
| have to admt you do seemto have
everything. It’s a shane though
that your nen don’'t feel the sane
way.

At this pulls out a stun grenade dropping it to the floor
and qui ckly covering his eyes. Before Fontaine can react,

a

blinding white light fills the roomfollowed by a deafening

ring.

Three REBELS dressed in black and heavily armed rush into
the room

REBEL LEADER
Get down! On your knees!

The Rebels circle around and secure Fontaine's hands behi nd

her back before | eading her away. Brad sinks to the fl oor
along the wall, relieved of the outcone.



EXT. BUS STOP - DAY

Ray is sitting with Brad. Brad is desperately calling his
wi fe on his phone, but she does not pick up.

RAY
And that’s why | couldn’t tell you
about the plan. W needed soneone
to give us a convincing
per f or mance.

Brad hangs up the phone.

BRAD
A nornmal person doesn’t do this.

RAY
A normal person doesn’t need a
machi ne to sl eep. Qbtaining
Fontaine's | ab gives us a chance to
fight back agai nst SERN. You were
never were in any real danger.

Ray hands Brad his ring. Brad takes it from Ray.

BRAD
You do whatever you want Ray!
That’ s what you’' ve al ways done. But
if you cone anywhere near Sally or
nmy kids again, I'mcalling the cops
on you.

Brad gets up and wal ks away | eaving Ray al one at the bus
stop. Ray looks off into the distance away from where his
friend left. Then slowly he lets his head sink down. Looking
at his hands, he stifles a sob.

RAY (V. Q)
A great scientist once said,
Technol ogi cal progress is like an
axe in the hands of a pathol ogi cal
crimnal. Taking shortcuts often
cone with their own price. Wthout
the ability to sleep on our own, we
| ose what makes us human, our
ability to love, to aspire and nake
noral choi ces. \Wen soneone
controls when you sl eep, they
control who you are.



